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i, It 8 yeported that the Syrien Sovernment hes seriously weakened the Liberal’

Party (Hish aleAlwrar) prior to elschions by dataching from it WNashal NBamlulk,

an ardent mnd inflventisl Party menber, The Party i notebly pro-Bashiwite

ad composad largely of elamente of the old Shehbandar Party. (The Stabanderists 5

followers of Dr. tibd al-Rahman Shatbandar, one of the lsaders of the 192527
rele have opposed Jawil Merdsm and the National Bloc for a muuber of yearse. )
Bazhat Mamluk 18 an old~tims Shas handarist, as well as an advocate of t&bdellahis
Groater Syris. Source reports that trls frdiendship with Abdallah, his opsn purse;
and his wide influenee iu Ismsscos have ‘wmri‘bum mich to the Hashimite ceuse.
Homluk is 2 wealthy landswner who wag onee director of polise in Worth Syria.

2. The Bovernment attempted to Iure hin away from his opposition activities by
oifering him the Birectorship of MIRA, the Government whaat monopely. This
pesition is a tempbing ong, as it provides slmost uwnlimited patronage out
of tha range of normal povernmentel contrel and aceounting, and it offers
omormous opportunities for personzl profit through the diversion snd sale
of government whoat. Mamlvl is reported to have accepted the Goverament s
sifer, thersby disqualifying himself as a candidate for election and sn
apponsnt of Government policies,
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